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LSA Speaker Series 
Problems in Child Abuse Cases 
By Stephen Kelly 
We've all seen it. ·usually, we 
just turn our heads and look away. 
"Go to a store before school 
starts and walk down the aisles," 
said Marion Ryan, an &ssistant dis-
trict attorney in Middlesex 
County. "You can watchparents 
bashing their kids. -
"You can see 180-pound guys 
whacking two-year-olds and saying 
threatening things to their child. 
And people just walk by. They 
think that's [a privilege] within the 
family. That attitude is all too 
common.'' 
For Ryan, these incidents of 
child abuse are mild examples of 
the cases she faces every day as the 
head of the task force on child 
abuse at the Middlesex District At-
torney's Office. Speaking on Nov. 
7 as part of the Law Student As-
sociation Speaker Series, Ryan 
painted a stark picture of the job 
facing prosecutors specializing in 
child abuse. 
Child abuse cases in Middlesex 
County have doubled in the last 
two years and "there's no reason to 
think they will level off," Ryan 
said. In Massachusetts, no new le-
gislation appears ready to relax the 
demands on a prosecutor's 
caseload, she said. And the bur-
BCLS Telethon 
nout rate in her unit is very high. 
Attorneys are asked to commit 
only eight months' time when they join the task force. 
"It's difficult to deal with. I have 
50 cases; 10 of those kids have [sex-
ually related] diseases," she said. 
"You can't spend all your time on 
these types of cases.'' 
Despite the statistics, Ryan has 
made a career of fighting for the 
rights of child victims. Ryan 
graduated from Boston College 
Law School in 1979 and started at 
the Middlesex District Attorney's 
Office right after school. For the 
seven years since then, she has 
worked primarily with child abuse 
cases. 
In her first years as a district at-
torn-ey, the child abuse cases were 
few and far between. Only those 
cases which reached the attention 
of the police were referred to her 
office, and those cases were only 
the ones so glaring that everyone 
noticed. 
But three years ago, the law 
changed to require physicians, 
teachers, and counselors to report 
incidents of physical or sexual 
abuse of children to the prosecu-
tor's office, Ryan said. Chapter 88 
· of the Massachusetts General 
continued on page 4 
Pledges from 910 Alumni 
By Arthur Jackson 
The Boston College Law School 
Alumni Telethon raised $7 4,085 for 
the law school during October 
27-30, according to Director of De-
velopment Deborah MacFail. Tele-
thon volunteers from students, 
alumni, faculty and staff gained 
910 pledges over the four nights of 
calling. 
The amount of money raised and 
the number of donors both in-
creased from last year's level and 
will be helpful in the school's drive 
to increase fundraising frtJm 
around $330,000 last year ·to be-
tween $400-500,000 this year. 
The telethon had a-few hurdles to 
overcome, but the effort of the 
volunteers pulled the event 
through. The first obstacle was 
that the seventh game of the World 
Series occurred on the first night 
of calling and therefore many peo-
ple had baseball fever on their 
minds and not their old alma 
mater. The second was that the 
first years, usually a source of 
many volunteers, had their first 
research memo due that week and 
thus they had memoitis of the 
mind and were not able to partici-
pate in the numbers anticipated. 
The telethon callers met at More 
Hall at 6:00 pm each evening they 
were calling where they were 
served dinner before beginning 
their mission. Jennie Pettit, a 2L 
volunteer, mentioned that the 
alumni were quite enthusiastic 
when they learned they were being 
called by BCLS. Pettit also men-
tioned that volunteering gave her 
the chance to talk to many alumni 
about what's going-on in the 'real 
world.' 
Certainly one of the highlights of 
the evenings were the speeches of 
Dean Dan Coquillette who inspired 
the callers not only to collect 
pledges, but to keep up the bond 
between the school and the alum-
ni, said Pettit. · 
MacFail also endorsed this latter 
point of the Dean's when she not-
ed that the telethon is much more 
effective than mail solicitations be-
cause it enables the school to reach 
alumni directly. "Who knows if 
they open their mail?" said 
MacFail. 
The funds raised by the telethon 
will go to increase scholarship aid, 
support faculty research, help with 
library acquisitions and boost the 
continued on page -5 
-:tre there a'!y obj~ctions? ~Iorence Lefayt and Charlie Glover square off 
m Mock Trial agamst Mane St. Fleur and Pamela Mills. The finals of the 
competition will be held tomorrow. More photos on page 3. 
Photo by Lori Rivera 
Richard Huber 
For1ner Dean Elected 
President of AALS 
By Tom Shi 
Dean Richard Huber has been 
nominated for the office of presi-
dent of the Association of Ameri-
can Law Schools (AALS) for 1988. 
Traditionally the election for this 
office has been non-contested, so 
there is reasonable certainty that 
Dean Huber will become president 
of the AALS for 1988. -The length 
of the term of president is three 
years: one year as president-elect, 
one year as president and one year 
as past-president. The next election 
will be on January 6, 1987, which 
means that Dean Huber will be 
president-elect for 1987. 
The AALS is an organization of 
the majority of American Bar As-
sociation accredited law schools in 
the country; of the 176 ABA mem-
bers schools, 151 are also members 
of the AALS. The Association em-
phasizes scholarship among the 
faculty and the availability of stu-
dent opportunities, such as library 
size and quality. The AALS is con-
cerned with indirect educational 
opportunities at law schools and 
complements other organizations 
such as the ABA and the Law 
School Admission Council in fur-
thering the quality of legal educa-
tion in the United States. 
One major aim of the AALS is 
the encouragement and develop-
ment of intellectual activities of 
faculty members. Association ac-
tivities include professional de-
velopment programs for professors 
to bring themselves up to date on 
various fields of law ranging from 
teaching techniques to administra-
tive skills. These programs number 
10-12 per year and range from one 
day to three weeks. 
The office of president of the 
Dean Richard Huber 
AALS is a prestigious post and has 
traditionally been filled with 
AALS members from the "big 
schools;" i.e., Harvard, Yale, etc. 
Dean Huber has been active in 
the AALS, having served as a 
member of the Executive Commit-
tee from 1978-80, and having been 
a delegate to the House of 
Delegates to the ABA from 
1981-82. The office of president in-
volves a substantial workload and 
Dean Huber will be cutting back 
some of his duties here at the law 
school. However, he considers the 
task a pleasure, despite its time 
commitment. Officers of the AALS 
do not receive a salary but are com-
pensated for expenses. 
Dean Huber's nomination and 
certain election to the office of 
president of the AALS is an honor 
in itself and an honor for Boston 
College Law School. 
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A Few Minutes with R.T. 
How 'bout Those Multiple Choice Exams? 
ByR.T. 
How 'bout those final exams 
coming up? Let the professors keep 
them, you say. Make them do-able, 
you say. No four-hour exams in 
three-hour time periods. Make sure 
they're on material we discussed 
more than five minutes, you add. 
Or how 'bout on material that was 
important to the class, even. Hey, 
not a bad idea, you think. I wonder 
what goes through professors' 
minds, though, when they make up 
exams (but that's a whole different 
column). 
But the big problem that seems 
to crop up here and there is the 
multiple choice test. No problem, 
you first years say. We've been 
taking multiple choice tests since 
second grade. You get a question 
and the answer is in front of you. 
A little LSA T logical re.asoning 
and you're all set. 
Bring on those multiple choice 
tests. 'Let the finals begin!' 
Whoa there, big fella. Let me fill 
you in on multiple choice exams, 
law school-style. The professors are 
pretty cute. They include every-
body's all-time favorite answer, 
'none of the above.' 
Dicta 
Now just think about that for a 
minute. 'None of the above.' 'None 
of the above.' Oh yes, the old 'none 
of the above' principle we spent so 
much time discussing during those 
first few weeks of class. Or maybe 
'none of the above' was that chap-
ter I forgot to read in the supple-
ment. Or maybe that was what the 
Supreme Court said in Marbury v. 
Madison. 
Marbury wanted his commission 
for justice of the peace from James 
-Madison. He presented his case to 
the Supreme Court. Chief Justice 
Marshall in denying Marbury's re-
quest set down the foundation for 
judicial review for our legal system. 
Chief Justice, your opinion. 
" 'None of the above' of Marbury's 
requests are correct. " And so it 
was. 
On a final exam your knowledge 
from class and your skill in legal 
reasoning are being tested. This 
exam will play a big part in the suc-
cess of your early legal career. Your 
answer to that first multiple choice 
question- 'none of the above.' 
Brilliant. Excellent use of the 
theories discussed in class. Great 
organization. John Marshall 
couldn't have said it better himself. 
Have you ever thought about a 
judgeship? 
Sure. And Dean Coquillette is 
really Elgin. 
Multiple choice exams are total-
ly inappropriate for law school 
tests. For one, they don't really in-
dicate what you know. Your an-
swer is either right or wrong. Black 
or white. But the first thing you 
learn at law school (after 'none of 
the above,' that is) is that there are 
36 sides to every issue and that 
there are only grey areas when you · 
are trying to solve a problem. 
Thus, not only will you be una-
ble to decide between A, B, or Cbe-
cause they all could be right 
depending on the hypot.b.etical 
facts in the teacher's head (there 
are never enough facts in the ques-
tion to really know the answer), but 
you get a big '0' (ZERO) if you get 
the answer wrong. You get the big 
'0' even though you understood the 
principle because the multiple 
choice test is all or nothing. 
True story. Contracts. Year One. 
26 questions of multiple choice. 
. Average score from last year-
eight. Great. Read question. Think 
I understand. Answer is consider, 
ation blah, blah. Look for consider-
ation blah, blah as choice. Not 
there. Trouble. Look for none of the 
above. Not there. Trouble. Look for 
DBAC pattern. Trouble. 
Plus, you will know the principle 
and get a lot of zeros because the 
answers to these questions do not 
involve the key theories of the 
class. They will revolve around 
picayune little details that encom-
pass one sentence of the 396,243 
that your professor spoke that 
semester and if you only got % of 
the sentence you 're out of luck. 
True story. Securities. Year Two. 
Ciill me Mr. Securities. Don't call 
me for help on the test. First ques-
tion. Three answers out of four pos-
sible. Trouble. Can only pick one. 
Trouble. Next three questions 
'none of the above' looks pretty 
good. 'None of the above' explains 
everything about .these questions 
too. Trouble. 
Professors, think about not giv-
ing multiple choice tests. Just 
think how short your lecture would 
be if what you taught was 'none of 
the above.' 
lL Bashing: Upperclassmen Open Season on First Years 
By Stephen Kelley 
"No bad habits," I told myself. 
"Stay away from the trashy nov-
els, read only half the sports page, 
and cut down on the Sunday after-
noon football." That was my for-
mula for success at law school. 
Don't waste time getting dragged 
down by trivialities-remember 
you're back in school. 
Until last week, all ·had gone 
along as planned. I haven't read a 
Spencer novel in two months. I 
don't know who Fred Roberts is 
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and what he's doing in a Celtics 
uniform. And I haven't watched a 
full sixty minutes of football since 
my brother Jim started playing for 
the Bills. But last week, I broke 
down. 
For the first time, I read the At-
ledger from first page to last. Nor-
mally, like most faithful readers, I 
read the lead news story, check out 
the softball standings, chuckle at 
a few grafs of Elgin, and catch 
most of the headlines. I hoped to 
get in and out in less than 20 
minutes. But last issue, I just 
couldn't put it down. 
I noticed something new in the 
paper. Like some hallucinating 
Freudian, I could see the frustra-
tions of our staff poured out on the 
pages. There was me bitching 
about memoitis and the pains of 
being a first year. But most of all, 
I saw a psychological scurvy af-
flicting the upperclassmen scribes. 
Frustrated by their inadequacies at 
the interview table, they had 
Elgin's Orchard 
turned to their favorite fraternal 
pastime. It was time to open fall 
season on 1 L bashing. 
It started with " R.T." Normal-
ly, all I ever spend is a few minutes 
with him, but last week I took a 
·few extra and read his column. He 
wrote about how the first years 
had plundered the library during 
their research assignments last 
month. A novel topic, I thought. 
But then he proceeded to fire the 
opening salvo. 
"All I can say is that these 
things did not happen during my 
first year and have not happened 
at BCLS for a while." Who was he 
kidding?, I said to myself. Ask 260 
students to u:o into anv librarv af-
ter the same 25 books and watch 
. what happens. Well, maybe he was 
just joking. Maybe he thinks he's 
funny. 
But a few paragraphs later, I 
find that was· only the start of 
things to come. R.T. proceeded to 
rank on this year's class for 
another 600 words or so. A little 
dig here, a little dig there. All in 
good fun (wink). By the end, I'd 
had enough and was ready for 
something new. So I glanced down 
at Elgin. 
I'd just about forgot R.T.'s ram-
blings when I hit Elgin's first 1L 
joke. Normally, I like these. A lit-
tle self-degradation's healthy. It 
keeps you modest. But Elgin didn't 
seem satisfied with just one swipe 
at the first years last week, so he 
told the same joke twice. Maybe he 
was just cogitating. Then again, 
maybe he was just out 1L bashing. 
Now, I didn't really think any-
thing of it until I hit the sports 
pages. There I expected a full 
report of the softball playoffs, 
maybe an interview with the win-
ning coach or pictures of the trium-
phant · team. And sure enough, 
there on page six, the headline told 
the story-"1L Eagles Top In Re 
Kielbasa For Title." But where 
continued on page 6 
Sample Exam Questions and Answers for lLs 
By Elgin 
O.K., first year geeks, gather 
'round .. This is Elgin's last column 
of the semester so I'm dedicating 
it to our first-year brethren'who are 
about to take their fir'st king-sized 
bite of the anxiety apple (there's a 
little Civ-Pro metaphor mixed in 
there to add to your jumpiness. If 
you missed it you 'll probably fail.) 
Elgin readers of the second and 
third year variety will be excused 
if they wish to bow out of reading 
the column at this point. From here 
on out it won't be pretty. I'm go-
ing t o clue the first-years in on 
what t o expect in mid-December . I 
expect. a lot of trauma, but hey, 
that 's ok. Just remember you can 
thrash your razor blades all you 
want but it won 't help: there's no 
research on the exams. Is that a 
loud gulp I hear emanating from 
the throats of our amateur Jack 
the Rippers? 
Anyway, kids, being the benefi-
cent 2LI3Liprofessorl groundskeep-
er that I am, I've decided to help 
you out with a few sample ques-
tions from your first year exams 
and some model answers. Break 
out the pens and start taking 
notes. This is sure to help you when 
you get to the real thing. 
Our first question deals with 
Civil Procedure: 
Q: As counsel for the plaintiff, 
what do you do in a diversity case 
involving a claim for $9,999.99 
when a derivative class action suit 
on the same issue is pending in the 
other court system? 
Here· are your choices: 
A) Apply defensive mutual col-
lateral estoppel 
B) Apply a chokehold (see, e.g., 
L yons v. City of Los A ngeles ) 
C) Apply to another law school 
D) Apply mascara to your face 
and ask the proctor to excuse you 
from the exam because you're turn-
ing blue. 
Well, did anyone get it? The 
right answer, of course, was-
settle. That 's right, arrive at any 
figure, get your cut and split. That 
Civil Procedure stuff is too compli-
cated; who wants to get hit with a 
malpractice suit? 
Let's try Contracts. 
Q: Mike offers Mario a chance to 
bet $5,000 on the World Series. 
Mike says, "I'll take the Sox at 
even odds." Mario gives a grumb-
ling acceptance by replying, ''Well, 
I don 't like it but it sounds fair ." 
The Mets subsequently win but 
Mike refuses to pay Mario. In the 
ensuing suit to enforce the bet 
Mike should: · 
A) Plead insanity. Anyone bet-
t ing on the Sox should have no 
t rouble proving this. 
B) Plead with MeN amara to 
t rade Bob Stanley. 
C) Plead with Mario's friends 
from New York, Rocko and Big AI, 
not to break Mike's arms and stuff 
t hem up his nose. 
D) Pay the bet but raise taxes in 
Massachusetts to cover it. 
The correct answer to this one is 
pretty obvious, don't you think? 
continued on page 3 
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Visiting Professor 
Tax Professor Alan Gunn Here From Cornell 
By Christopher Devlin 
For those who believe that the 
born advocate should best steer 
clear of any subject involving num-
bers or smacking in the least of ac-
countancy, visiting professor and 
prominent tax scholar Alan Gunn 
has an answer: They are wrong. 
"Tax is just like any other field of 
law," he contends. 
He concedes, ''You have to wade 
through a lot of technical jargon to 
get to the heart of the law when 
working with tax," but he suggests 
that once there the nature of the 
determinations and decisions a 
lawyer is obliged to make are very 
much like those in other branches 
of the law. 
Professor Gunn should know. 
For in addition to courses on in-
dividual income, taxation, cor-
porate taxation, partnership 
taxation, estate and gift taxation, 
and international taxation, he has 
taught the slightly less arcane sub-
jects of contracts and property and 
a purportedly less dry one: torts. 
Elgin Lends his experience 
(con't. from page 2) 
We won't even waste our time go-
ing over it. Onward. 
Here's a toughie from torts: 
Q: Goetz Smart is riding on the 
subway minding his own business 
when all of a sudden a bunch of in-
timidating cub scouts approach 
him to ask if he's . seen their troop 
leader. With his life obviously in 
danger, Goetz Smart (Agent 86 to 
us) pulls out an Uzi submachine 
gun and opens fire on everyone in 
sight. Then he lights a stiCk of dy-
namite in the subway car before ex-
iting to the street above. 
At his trial for first-degree murd-
er, Goetz Smart should 
A) Say that criminaltrial ques-
tions shouldn't be on a torts exam 
so he should be acquitted 
B) Plead self-defense (unbelieva-
ble, huh?) 
C) Assert the "Twinkie" defense. 
Possibly as modified by the Nutra-
Sweet gloss. 
D) Get off on a technicality be-
cause the arresting officer failed to 
read the Miranda warnings in 
Goetz Smart's native tongue-pig 
Latin. 
I won't insult your intelligence 
by indicating the clearly correct 
answer. 
Well kiddies, that's just a brief 
sample of what fun lies ahead. Seri-
Professor Alan Gunn 
ously, though, don't sweat it, you'll 
all make it tl}rough. Why, just look 
at Elgin. A long time ago, I was a 
first year. I tell you, it was the 
toughest five years of my life. 
It looks like old Elgin is about to. 
hang it up for the semester. It's 
been fun having these little Friday 
afternoon chats with you guys; I'm 
glad you were able to bring me into 
your homes. So what if I've been 
lining bird cages and litter boxes-
it's a start. 
One thing I regret about this 
semester is that I haven't had time 
to rag on, er, I mean, mention, a lot 
or tine mte p~p1cc:::a.uu v.a: e;cu..a.U~a:u:a.vuo 
out there. Keep your eyes peeled 
(what does that mean, anyway? It 
only makes sense if you're talking 
to Mr. Potato Head) next semester 
as I'll try to fit you all in. I'll even 
cut the first years a break if they 
promise not to use their razor 
blades on anything over the break 
except maybe Dean Ernstoff's 
beard. Hey, I hear he's got some 
important cases tattooed under 
there on his chin. It might be worth 
a look. 
Enjoy your break, folks. I'll 
catch you in January. 
Author's Note: There's no closing 
joke this week out of respect for the 
Fiesta Bowl: 
Still, it is for his work in tax that 
Gunn is noted, and it is what he 
terms the ''very good tax pro-
gram" at BCLS which drew lllm 
here for the academic year from 
Cornell Law School where he sits 
as the J. duPratt White Professor 
of law. 
The beginning of Gunn's profes-
sorship at Cornell was not his first 
exposure to the law school there. it 
was at Cornell that he earned his 
J.D. and worked on the Law Re-
view following the completion of 
his B.S. in Geology at RPI. 
It was also at Cornell in his se-
cond year of law school that he 
decided, "at least tentatively," 
that tax was to be his metier. He 
worked for the Washington, D.C. 
firm of Hogan and Hartson after 
passing the bar, but soon turned to 
teaching as a means of "following 
up the problems that really in-
terested him." Gunn took a place 
at Washington University in 1972 
but left it four years later for his 
current position at Cornell. 
Since he began teaching law, 
Professor Gurtn's scholarly output 
has been considerable. He has 
produced not only numerous law 
review articles but also his 1981 
book, Cases and Other Materials 
on Federal Income Taxation, which 
he is currently employing .in his 
course here on Tax I. Gunn is-also 
teaching Law, Economics, and Po-
litical Analysis. 
Professor Gunn's term here, 
while relatively short, appears to 
be agreeing with him. He states 
that the level of interest in his sub-
ject is at the accustomed level and 
that, as he expected, it has proven 
"fun" to teach for a year at B.C. 
While in Boston, he will continue 
to work on the new edition of his 
casebook which will deal largely 
with federal income tax law and 
which, judging by his apparent 
fondness for this line of work, 
should compound his fun here all 
the more. 
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Viewpoint : What Do You Think of Law School Exams? 
#3965 (Ronny) 
It's hard to sit still for so long, 
but it's great when it's over. 
#6462 (drant) 
When I am taking a law school 
exam, I am reminded of the scene 
in the movie Risky Business where 
Tom Cruise had just three minutes 
to complete his entire SAT exam. 
This image flashes in my mind be-
cause once the exam begins I feel 
that I am in a race with the clock 
to identify all the issues and ex-
plain the applicable law before the 
exam is ripped from my hands. 
Basically, law school exams are 
about as much fun as having your 
wisdom teeth pulled. 
#0001 (Bruce) 
I don't take exams. 
#1212 (Ted) . 
When I first came to law school, 
I was surprised to find out that the 
grade in each class depended en-
tirely on one test. I thought that 
would create a high probability of 
arbitrary grades. However, my ex-
perience has proved that untrue. 
Most students seem to get consis-
tent grades in all classes and I like 
not having to study for tests all the 
time during the semester. 
Exam-Taking Tips 
By Bonnie C. Rowe 
Please note: This article is purely 
conjecture and does not reflect real-
ity or the views of the Alledger 
staff 
Imagine in your darkest night-
mares being caught a few weeks be-
fore exam time in a dank, musty 
corridor. You enter a door marked 
"Some Kind of Dean" and grovel 
before an old crone, who fixes you 
with a baleful, malevolent eye. You 
beg in desperation for information 
about law exams. How can you ex-
cel at them? 
Her disdainful reply is thus: 
"Get your new exam number. Ev-
ery year you MUST get a new 
exam number. If you don't, you'll 
fail all of your exams. If you fail to 
put down an exam number, you 
wm fail the exam. If you use less 
than 3 pages per essay, you will fail 
the exam. If you leave your name 
off, you will fail the exam. If you 
don't skip lines, you will fail the 
exam. If you bring books to a 
closed-book exam, you will be told 
to leave them outside the door; if 
you dawdle in 9heying, you will fail 
the exam. If your writing is the 
least bit sloppy, you will fail the 
exam. If your pen blots ink, you 
will FAIL THE EXAM. Is that 
clear?" 
As sweat pours out of your 
frightened pores, you stamnier. 
"What exactly will happen if I fail 
an exam?" 
"Fail?" cackles the old crone. 
Her broken teeth show as she 
speaks, swaying and leaning for-
ward with wierd anticipation. "If 
you fail, we will drain you of all 
your money and your parents' too, 
and make sure that you are black-
listed from every bar in the coun-
try. Your relatives, your college, 
your friends will never speak to you 
again. The bar review courses will 
laugh in your face. Your apartment 
will be boarded up and burned, and 
you will never be allowed to rent or 
buy a dwelling again. You will be-
come a miserable street person and 
hateful in the sight of all mankind. 
The only way out is to die!" She 
rustles in her rags and settles back 
with a self-satisfied air. "Now," she 
murmurs in her evil voice, "What 
are you going to do?" 
You are now so jittery that every 
shadow, every sound, _ every 
thought in your mind makes you 
want to jump out of your skin and 
flee this horrible place. Then sud-
denly you straighten up and stand 
facing the crone. Her exuberance is 
replaced by a wary distrust as she 
watches you. "What are you going 
to do?" she croaks. 
"I am going to wake up." So. you 
get up out of bed and go to the 
library. 
#8001 (Pam) 
Do you want an honest answer? 
They ruin my social life-I'm 
serious! 
#2130 (Paul) 
As you walk out of the room af-
ter an exam, you feel you didn't do 
too well, and think about the im-
portant points you failed to men-
tion. At the risk of incurring the 
wrath of the professors, I feel that 
a personalized review would help to 
explain how your exam was distin-
guished from the "A" exam, 
whether it he writing skills or sub-
stantive understanding. In the al-
ternative, model answers put on 
reserve would serve much the same 
purpose. 
Now, how 'bout a School Sports-
wear Day, Art? 
#7654 (Joan) 
The exams themselves are usual-
ly fair. The resulting grades are so 
affected by the time pressure, fa-
tigue, etc., that they're really not 
an adequate indicator of how much . 
you have learned. 
#9999 (Steve) 
Law school exams and the read-
ing period that goes with them are 
tests of endurance and not neces-
sarily tests of what kind of lawyer 
you'll be. 
But I guess if the rumors are 
true about 60-70-hour work weeks, 
then a test measuring who can lock 
themselves in the library the long-
est seems appropriate. 
The names of the. above people are 
Grant Levy, Pam Yee, Joan Vor-
ster, Stephen Bernstein, Ted Nac-
carella, Bruce Berns, Ronny 
Sydney and Paul Milligan. 
Ryan on child abuse case 
(con't. from page 1) 
Laws no longer allows doctors or 
social workers to keep cases of 
child abuse confidential. 
With the new referrals, the num· 
her of child abuse cases jumped 
from a handful to over 500 last 
year, Ryan said. The child abuse 
task force now has three full-tiine 
attorneys, and every attorney in 
the office carries an- additional 
eight to ten child abuse cases. In 
total, ·Ryan's office represents over 
800 child victims. 
In some courts, child-abuse has 
come to dominate the docket and 
·the cases wait months to be heard. 
For example, in Lowell District 
Court, about 70 percent of the 155 
cases filed by the district attor· 
ney's office are child abuse charges. 
Only one judge sits in the Lowell 
court, and an average trial takes 
three to four days to hear, she said. 
"It will take a long time;" Ryan 
said. 
Working with children in court 
has also challenged the practicali-
ty of a traditional legal system. 
"You bring a child into the court-
room who is three feet tall, and you 
put them on the stand, but you 
can't see them," Ryan said. "You 
bring in a four-year-old with a 
child's voice and you can't hear 
them." 
And then there's the problem of 
language. "When an attorney asks 
[a child], 'Now, what were you do-
ing on the day prior to the events 
you previously described?' the 
child can't answer. The attorney is 
baffled." 
For prosecutors, putting a young 
child on the stand to face cross· 
examination may be difficult, or 
even impossible. Ryan described 
one case where a child suffering 
from gonorrhea was at an age 
where she was just begining to 
talk. J;3y using a doll, the child 
could point out where she had been 
touched. The child could also point 
out who touched her. But the case 
has not come to trial because the 
prosecutor needs the child's verbal 
testimony in court. 
Some courts have allowed video-
taping of testimony or simultane-
ous transmission of testimony into 
the courtroom from a judge's 
chambers as methods to avoid 
frightening a child during cross-
examination and a trial. 
Ryan spoke in place of District 
Attorney Scott Harshbarger, who 
cancelled .his appearance in the 
LSA Speaker Series. Harshbarger 
is the third LSA speaker to cancel 
this fall. He will be rescheduled to 
speak in the spring. 
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D i n i n g  O u t  f o r  t h e  L e g a l  A p p e t i t e  
B y  C a r l o s  D e u p i  
L e g a l  a p p e t i t e s  t a k e  h e a r t - n o  
l o n g e r  a r e  t h e  B C  C a f e t e r i a  a n d  L e -
g a l  S e a f o o d  t h e  o n l y  s p o t s  i n  t o w n  
t o  e x p e r i e n c e  d e l i g h t f u l  l e g a l  d i n -
i n g .  J u s t  t e n  m i n u t e s  b y  c a r ,  o r  f i v e  
m i n u t e s  b y  w i n g t i p ,  l i e s  C a n t i n '  
A b r u z z i ,  a  q u a i n t  l i t t l e  I t a l i a n  
r e s t a u r a n t  i n  N e w t o n  H i g h l a n d s .  
S o  o n e  f i n e  M o n d a y ,  r a v e n o u s  a f -
t e r  a  f u l l  d a y  o f  S o c r a t i c  g r i l l i n g ,  I  
c a l l e d  m y  f r i e n d  S c o t t  a n d  s u g g e s t -
e d  w e  d i n e  a t  C a n t i n '  A b r u z z i  a n d  
t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  ' ' A l l  
Y o u  C a n  E a t  P a s t a "  N i g h t  f o r  
$ 5 . 9 5 .  A r r i v i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s i x  
o ' c l o c k  r u s h ,  w e  w e r e  p r o m p t l y  
g r e e t e d  b y  t h e  m a i t r e  d '  w h o  l e d  u s  
t o  a  s p a c i o u s  t a b l e  a n d  a d j u s t e d  
o u r  s e a t s  b e h i n d  u s  a s  w e  s a t  d o w n .  
( B u t  s e e  G a r r a t  v .  D a i l e y ,  2 7 9  P . 2 d  
1 0 9 1 . )  
T h e  r e s t a u r a n t  f e a t u r e d  a  
p l e a s a n t  b l e n d  o f  r u s t i c i t y  a n d  
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  T h e  c a t h e d r a l - l i k e  
c e i l i n g s  s o a r e d  o v e r h e a d  a n d  t h e  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  w i n d o w s  g l i m m e r e d  
w i t h  p o r t r a i t s  o f  f a m o u s  B C L S  
g r a d u a t e s .  R e d  a n d  w h i t e  c h e c k -
.  e r e d  t a b l e c l o t h s  d e c k e d  t h e  c l o s e -
l y  s p a c e d  t a b l e s ,  c r e a t i n g  a n  e f f e c t  
n o t  u n l i k e  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d  P i z z a  
H u t .  T h e  b u s t l i n g  o p e n  k i t c h e  
m a d e  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x u b e r a n t  
a t m o s p h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  s w i n g -
i n g  s a l o o n  d o o r s  c r e a t e d  a  d e a d l y  
s c e n a r i o  f o r  t h e  u n l u c k y  p a t r o n s  
s i t t i n g  n e a r b y .  T h e  j u k e b o x  f e a -
t u r e d  s u c h  r e n o w n e d  l e g a l  a r t i s t s  
f r o m  t h e  p a s t  a s  S a n d y  D a y  a n d  
t h e  S u p r e m e s  s i n g i n g  t h e i r  h i t  s i n -
g l e s ,  " Y o u  C a n ' t  H u r r y  L a w  
S c h o o l "  a n d  " S t o p ,  i n  t h e N  a r n e  o f  
L a w . "  
T h e  b i l l  o f f a r e  a t  C a n t i n '  A b r u z -
z i  w a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  f u n .  T h e  f o u r  
t y p e s  o f  p a s t a  a n d  s i x  s t y l e s  o f  
s a u c e  c r e a t e d  a n  a l m o s t  i n f i n i t e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g o u r m e t  d i n i n g  e x -
p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  w i n e  l i s t  w a s  e q u a l -
l y  i m p r e s s i v e ;  w e  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  o n  
C h a t e a u  C o q u i l l e t t e  ' 8 6 ,  a  q u a i n t  
y e t  s a r c a s t i c  b l u s h  w i n e  f r o m  t h e  
b u r g u n d y  r e g i o n  o f  N e w .  Y o r k .  
T h e  w a i t r e s s  a p p r o a c h e d  a n d  
a s k e d  u s  w h a t  w e  w a n t e d  i n  a  s t y l e  
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  a  l a w  p r o f e s s o r  
q u e r y i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  S o c r a t i c  
m e t h o d .  M y  m i n d  r a c e d  w i t h  h y p o -
t h e t i c a l s :  l i n g u i n e  w i t h  r e d  c l a m  
s a u c e ;  f u s i l l i  w i t h  m a r i n a r a  s a u c e ;  
z i t i  w i t h  b u t t e r  a n d  g a r l i c  s a u c e .  
S h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  h o u s e  s p e c i a l :  
c a r t  w h i c h  w a s  s t a c k e d  w i t h  s w e e t -
e n e d  d e l i c a c i e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o v e r -
f l o w .  W e  d o v e  i n  w i t h  t h e  r e l i s h  
a n d  v i g o r  o f  a  l L  a t t a c k i n g  h i s  
r e s e a r c h  m e m o  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  
d u e .  B y  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  w e r e  f u l l y  
g o r g e d  a n d  w e  a s k e d  o u r  l o v e l y  
w a i t r e s s  f o r  t h e  c h e c k .  S o m e h o w  
t h e  b i l l  h a d  b a l l o o n e d  u p w a r d  f r o m  
t h e  $ 5 . 9 5  p e r  p e r s o n  s o  w e  p u l l e d  
o u t  t h e  " d i n e r o  p l a s t i q u e . "  Y o u  
c a n  i m a g i n e  o u r  h o r r o r  w h e n  t h e  
w a i t r e s s  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  t h e y  
d i d n ' t  a c c e p t  c r e d i t  c a r d s .  A t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  w e  m a d e  a  b e e l i n e  f o r  t h e  
e x i t  b u t  S c o t t  t r i p p e d  i n  a n  I t a l i a n  
' ' T h e  w a i t r e s s  r o l l e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
p a s t r y  c a r t  s t a c k e d  w i t h  s w e e t e n e d  
d e l i c a c i e s .  W e  d o v e  i n  w i t h  t h e  
r e l i s h  a n d  v i g o r  o f  a  l L  a t t a c k i n g  
h i s  r e s e a r c h  m e m o . ' '  
b r e a s t  o f  m a m m a - m i a  w i t h  a  
t o m a t o - r a t a t o u i l l e  s a u c e .  I  f i n a l l y  
s e t t l e  o n  f u s i l l i  w i t h  m a r i n a r a  a n d  
m u s h r o o m  s a u c e .  M y  f e a r l e s s  d i n -
i n g  p a r t n e r  o p t e d  f o r  c u r l y - q u e d  
p a s t a  w i t h  w h i t e  c l a m  s a u c e .  T h e  
f u s i l l i  w e r e  s o  s t u f f e d  w i t h  p a s t a  
s a u c e  t h a t  t h e y  s q u i r t e d  w h e n  I  c u t  
i n t o  t h e n ,  n a i l i n g  S c o t t  r i g h t  o n  t h e  
k i s s e r !  T h e  s a u c e s  w e r e  a l s o  v e r y  
t a s t y ,  a l t h o u g h  o f  d u b i o u s  v a l u e  t o  
o n e ' s  a r t e r i e s .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
t h r e e  b o t t l e s  o f  C o q u i l l e t t e  ' 8 6 ,  w e  
w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  h a m m e r e d .  
T h e  w a i t r e s s  t h e n  t o o k  t h e  o p -
p o r t u n i t y  t o  r o l l  a r o u n d  t h e  p a s t r y  
b a m b i n o ·  p i a y m g  w i t h  h i s  s p u m o -
n i  b y  t h e  d o o r w a y .  A b r u p t l y  a p p r e -
h e n d e d  b y  t w o  S t a l l o n e s q u e  g o o n s ,  
w e  w e r e  i f n o r m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  
B a y b a n k  t e l l e r  m a c h i n e  j u s t  t w o  
b l o c k s  a w a y .  S o  f i v e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  
I  r e t u r n e d  w i t h ·  t h e  r a n s o m  a n d  
t h e y  l e t  m y  d i n i n g  p a r t n e r  f r e e ,  
b o t h  o f  u s  f u l l y  i n v i g o r a t e d  b y  o u r  
d e l i g h t f u l  l e g a l  d i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  
a t  C a n t o n '  A b r u z z i .  
" A l l  Y o u  C a n  E a t  P a s t a "  
e v e r y  M o n d a y  n i g h t  f o r  $ 5 . 9 5  
C a n t i n '  A b r u z z i  
5 1  L i n c o l n  S t r e e t ,  N e w t o n  
9 6 4 - 7 2 6 0  
D O N ' T  G E T  L O S T  I N  T H E  S H U F F L E  
F O L L O W  T H E  L E A D E R  
l O l l  P H  I O N  
I t  l l l i J V I I I  
W i t h  y o u  e v e r y  s t e p  6 f  t h e  w a y  
C O M P L E T E  B A R  R E V I E W  S E R V I C E  
I N  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  S T A T E S :  
A l a b a m a  
C a l i f o r n i a  
F l o r i d a  
H a w a i i  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
M i c h i g a n  
M i n n e s o t a  
N e w  J e r s e y  
N e w  Y o r k  
N e v a d a  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  
C O N T A C T  Y O U R  J O S E P H S O N / K L U W E R  C A M P U S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  
O R  
J O I I P H I O N  M  K l i J V I I I  
L E G A L  E D U C A T I O N A L  C E N T E R S ,  f N C .  
6 7 7  B e a c o n  S t r e e t  # 2 0  1  B o s t o n ,  M A  0 2 2 1 5  
( 6 1 7 )  2 6 7 - 5 4 5 2  
T e l e t h o n  S a g a  
( c o n ' t .  f r o m  p a g e  1 )  
D e b o r a h  M a c F a i l  
D e a n  H u b e r  F u n d  f o r  v i s i t i n g  
f a c u l t y .  T h e  m o n e y  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t e l e t h o n  w i l l  g o  i n t o  t h e  l a w  
s c h o o l ' s  c o f f e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  i n t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  u n i v e r s i t y  f u n d .  
T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M a c F a i l  a s  
a  f u l l  t i m e  D i r e c t o r  o f  D e v e l o p m e n t  
i s  a  f i r s t  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  i s  a n  i n -
d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  b e i n g  
m a d e  b y  D e a n  C o q u i l l e t t e  t o  m a k e  
t h e  f u n d  r a i s i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  l a w  
s c h o o l  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  T h e  D e -
v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  
g i v e n  i t s  o w n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  h e r e  o n  
t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  c a m p u s  i n  B a r a t  
H o u s e .  
M a c F a i l  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f  
t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  O f f i c e ,  s h e  w o u l d  
l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  o f  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  
f o r  h e l p i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  p a s t  t e l e -
t h o n  a  s u c c e s s  a n d  t h a t  s h e  h o p e s  
t o  s e e  m o r e  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  n e x t  o n e  
i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  
H e y ,  w h y  n o t ?  I t ' s  f o r  a  g o o d  
c a u s e - u s .  
©  1 9 8 6 ,  J o s e p h s o n / K i u w e r  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  C e n t e r s ,  I n c .  
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Movie Review 
'Something Wild' .Something Strange 
ByLRM 
Something Wild, which is by no 
means an unenjoyable film, suffers 
from a schizophrenia that is un-
settling, to say the least. The first 
half or so tells the story of the de-
licious corruption of a buttoned-
down yuppie (Jeff Daniels) by an ir-
repressible and irreverent punkette 
(Melanie Griffith). However, once 
Griffith's ex-convict husband (Ray 
Liotta) comes on the scene, the 
film's mood turns very dark very 
quickly. The viewer never really 
recovers from the shock. Both 
"sides" of the film are well-plotted 
and imaginatively made, but their 
connection to each other is too 
forced and unnatural to form any-
thing even approximating a uni-
form whole. 
The first half of Something Wild 
is hilarious. Griffith 'skewers all of 
Daniels' responsible attitudes and 
virtues in a completely disarming 
manner. Driving from New York 
lL Bashing 
(con't. from page 2) _ 
were the photos? Where were the 
post-game quotes? Where was the 
respect? Of four photos on the 
page, not one was a first year. Only 
one first year was mentioned in the 
article. Then I realized that the Ill 
Eagles were first years who defeat-
ed three upperclass teams to win 
th~ championship. I guess 1L bash-
ing is really in season. 
But after combing the 'pages, I fi-
nally came to and assessed the 
damages. I'd lost only an hour or 
so, but I felt kind of sore all over. 
Must 've been all the 1L bashing. 
So I decided to vent :my ire on a 
City to Pennsylvania, she throws 
his persistent beeper out the win-
dow, makes him pay for a motel 
room with his Christmas Club pay-
ment and involves him in light-
hearted, outrageous transgressions 
of the law that are a far c:ry from 
the timid, almost prudent manner 
in which Daniels attracted Griffith 
in the first place by discreetly walk-
ing out on a check in lower Manhat-
tan. Daniels' bemused innocence is 
the perfect foil for Griffith's antics. 
Griffith brings Daniels to her 
mother's home in Pennsylvania 
where Griffith reveals herself to be 
not .quite as out of this world as she 
may seem. In fact, she's going to 
her high-school reunion, and 
Daniels accompanies her as her 
husband. They unexpectedly run 
into her real husband, fresh out of 
prison, and suddenly the film is no 
longer a lark. It becomes a geniune-
ly tense, violent story of crime, 
jealousy, and revenge as Daniels 
couple of unsuspecting third years 
by the newspaper rack. 
With my rudest third year joke 
in hand, I struck up a conversation. 
I was ready to retaliate and bash 
back. But I hesitated. 
"Better not start another bad 
habit," I told myself. 
Editor's note: R. T. was not kid-
ding. R. T. was not joking. But he 
was funny. See photos accompany-
ing this story (wink). Also, if you 
see any bits and pieces of some-
. thing resembling alL you'll know 
who it is (wink wink). 
lL Meeting Results 
By Tom Kerner 
On November 3rd, Deans Ern-
stoff and Smith conducted a 
town meeting for the first year 
class. The meeting, which was at-
tended by approximately 50 first 
year students, was held in room 
315 and covered several topics, 
including the lLs second semes-
ter courses, financial aid, faculty 
advisors, ASP and the incidents 
of vandalism which took place in 
the law library while the first 
years were researching various 
issues for their legal research and 
writing courses. 
Dean Smith advised those in 
attendance that the first years' 
second semester curriculum will 
consist of three hours per week of 
new courses: Legal Process, Con-
stitutional Law and Introduction 
to the Lawyering Process 
(ILPR). In addition to the new 
courses there will be two hours 
per week of core courses: Con-
tracts, Property, and Torts. 
Smith also assured all that some 
time next semester, lLs will 
receive a handbook outlining all 
the courses they may take during 
their second and third years of 
law school. 
In regard to the isolated inci-
dents of vandalism perpetrated 
by one or more several students 
during the period when the first 
years were working on their 
research memos, Smith express 
his concern that no one should 
consider such action as accepta-
ble conduct at BCLS. It damages 
the school's reputation of having 
a congenial and cooperative at-
mosphere. Smith stated that he, 
as well as the rest of the' adminis-
tration, would appreciate any in-
formation concerning any indivi-
dual involved in hiding, stealing 
or damaging any of the research 
material in the law school library. 
Any person who is proven to be 
involved in such unethical activi-
ty will be disciplin~d by the 
school and reported to all Bar 
Examiners. 
To avoid future occurences, the 
library will step up its reshelving 
process and the legal research 
and writing instructors will make 
·it clear that non-access to materi-
- als will not affect a student's 
grade in a research assignment. 
Dean Ernstoff conducted the 
rest of the meeting. According to 
Ernstoff, he has been advised by 
Boston College's financial aid 
office that all the problems from 
this summer are close to being 
resolved. Any remaining com-
plaints should be made in writing 
so that they are documented and 
the financial aid office can't deny 
receiving the complaints. 
The first years were then told 
that they will soon be contacted 
by their faculty advisors, who 
will meet with their advisees in a 
group and advise them. 
Before ending the meeting, 
Ernstoff made it clear that any 
first year can participate in the 
ASP program and that he ain't 
about to shave his beard. 
and Liotta vie for Griffith. 
All of the first half's humor and 
irrevence leave, and the viewer has 
a hard time remembering he is still 
at the same film and vaguely 
wonders how things have turned so 
ugly. Liotta is perfectly menacing 
and Daniels, in extremis, turns 
pretty ugly himself. Griffith, on the 
other hand, virtually loses her per-
sonality as the focus of the battle. 
One thinks, judging from the first 
half, that she would have shown a 
little more mettle or at least spirit. 
, I would basically recommend 
seeing Something Wild. It is, after 
all, very funny for a while and very 
exciting and scary for a while. Just 
don't be taken in by the wild and 
whimsical newspaper and televison 
ads which literally tell only half the 
story. 
Scenes FroiD Yesterday 
Cathing lL bashing on film (clockwise from the top). Woody Hayes 
returns to coaching to club one of his lL players after a particularly 
rookie mistake. Woody and his team then liave their attention diverted to 
the plight of another lL. 3L Mark Comer, even though he is enjoying the 
action, cannot bear to watch the agony of a group bashing. Finally, Larry 
Dunn, 2L, was going to go after this particular lL photographer, but 
Eddy Cosio mercifully holds Larry back. Photos by Marc Jefferson 
--
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Back in the '50s, Americans were impressed by 
size. Big cars and even bigger promises. Many of 
them got taken for a ride. Fortunately, we now 
realize that biggest isn't necessarily best. 
The same principle applies to bar review courses. 
At SMH, we take a special pride in the service we 
provide and in the future lawyers we serve. And, 
although more and more law students are choosing 
e 
v 
SMH, we never forget that each student is entitled 
to the highest quality exam preparation. 
So, when considering how you want to study for 
the bar exam, talk to former law students who 
have been through it all. Ask about the quality 'of 
the texts, lectures, question review and practice 
testing. You owe it to yourself to be a smart 
shopper. 
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Every year, thousands of BAR/BRI students rave about the 
quality of BAR/SRI's lecturers. BAR/ SRI's lecturers are 
experts on the law, ~xperts on the bar exam and experts on 
lecturing. _ 
"I had no idea the course was this good," is a typical 
comment. Now, for the first time, you can find out for yourself 
just how good the BAR/BRI lecturers are. 
For your own free audiotape sampling of the BAR/BRI 
course, ask your student representative, stop by our display 
table or write to BAR/BRI directly. In return, you'll get an earful. 
THE NATION'S LARGEST AND MOST PERSONALIZED BAR REVIEW 
415 Seventh Avenue, Suite 62 
New York, New York 1 0001 
212/594-3696 201/623-3363 
160 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachussetts 02116 
617/437-1171 © 1986 
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